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The amazing tale of how
Queen Esther saved her people

The scroll is 6.5 meters (over 21 feet) long!
Limited edition of only 1,746 copies
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The Esther Scroll of 1746

A facsimile edition, limited to only 1,746 copies, of the exquisitely illuminared Hanover Scroll

The use of scrolls dates back to ancient times, and one of the _ RlCl’lly illustrated, continuous text,

best known examples in history is the Esther scroll, or Hebrew 6 0 1 furl h
megillah, which is devoted solely to the story of Queen Esther 35 LUl (OVCI' 21 t) ong, uniurls to the
and is read on the feast of Purim. An uninhibitedly joyful fes- left from a leather-bound cylinder

tival, Purim celebrates the salvation of the Jews in the Persian .

empire of the sth century under the rule of King Xerxes I. The — Commentar y volume contains the
word Purim is derived from the Hebrew “pur,” meaning “lot,” introduction, the biblical text of the
and refers to the fact that the Persian minister Haman deter- B é, TS d a fold-out sheet
mined by lot the time that all Jews should be destroyed. This 00 Qf ST AIING. 41 ITE (DL ElEe
circumstance, related in the Hebrew Bible’s Book of Esther, is with an overview of all the illustrations

publicly read out from the megillah in the synagogue at Purim. "~ Facsimile e dition, limited to Only
TASCHEN's facsimile of the Esther scroll is a major achieve- 1,746 copies

ment in publishing history. It is produced from a very fine and
rare example of the scroll held by the Gottfried Wilhelm Leib-
niz Library in Hanover, dated 1746 and measuring 6.5 meters
long; this particular megillah is unique not only in terms of its
lavish illuminations but also because it contains a contempora-
ry German version of the story of Esther. For many centuries,
the creator of the Hanover scroll was unknown. Piecing to-
gether information from various sources, and performing his

The Esther Scroll

Commentary volume by Falk Wiesemann
Cloth-bound and gilt-edged, 33.5 x 22 cm (13.2 x 8.6 in.), 184 pages
Four-language edition with texts in English,

own stylistic analysis of this and other works of art from the
period, author Falk Wiesemann recently made an enthralling
discovery: the artist of the Hanover scroll was Wolf Leib Katz

Poppers, a Jewish scribe and illustrator from Hildesheim. French German and Hebrew
Manuscript scroll (642 x 33.5 cm / 252.8 x 13.2/in.)
The author: in a handcrafted walnut veneer display case
Falk Wiesemann, the author of the commentary volume, is Edition of 1,746 numbered copies
a specialist in German-Jewish history, the history of Jewish ISBN 978-3-8365-17782
booklore and 20th-century German social history. €500/ $700 /£ 450

This teaser is a full-size reproduction of the scroll.
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THE
ESTHER
SCROLL

of 1746

Sharon Liberman Mintz, Curator of Jewish Art,
The Library of The Jewish Theological Seminary, New York
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